The Founding Document of Mission 
San Juan Capistrano 


To the best of our knowledge, this is the only copy 
in existence of a Founding Document written by 
Fr. Junipero Serra for any of the Missions which 
he established. 

It is difficult to realize how a handful of men with 
meager supplies and a few, crude, hand tools could 
have carved out of the earth such a beautiful Mission. 
At the same time that the foundation for the 
MISSION SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO was being 

laid — over 200 years ago — our Founding Fathers, 
on the east coast of our continent, were establishing 
the foundation for our government. 
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THE 

FOUNDING DOCUMENT OF 
MISSION 

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO 



Va.jhs Ma.Jph 

iHE MISSION OF San Juan Capistrano 
which is about to be established in the valley of the 
same name or in its vicinity between the Missions 
of San Diego & San Gabriel of the Earthquakes, 
about twenty leaguesfrom both & twofrom the coastline of the South 
Sea,according to the agreement made between the Captain, Coman' 
danteDonFernandodeRiverayMoncadaandthcFatherPresident 
of the Missions,Father Junipero Serra,on the thirteenth day of A U' 
gust iyyg by order and instructions of His Excellency the Viceroy 
of this New Spain, sent on the 24th of May and received on the 
first of August of the same year. 


Instructions (Arrangements) 

I assigned and named as Ministers and Missionariesfor this new 
Mission: Father Preacher Fray Fernun Francisco L asuen &° 
Father Preacher Fray Gregorio A murrw. 

For the escort the Comandante accepted only two of the four 
soldiers offered by the Missions, and he added four more from the 
Presidios. These were: 

Six soldiers (leather jackets) 
and a muleteer named Feliciano. 

Of the Indians assigned to assist our Religious with their labors 
in the founding of this Mission,who came with the authority of His 
Excellency the Viceroy and of their own free will, and who left Baja 
California with the departure of our Missionaries: 

Two Families of Man and Wife and 
Four Indian boys unmarried. 

Regarding provisions, the Comandante, in accordance with my 
vetition, granted: 


*The measure 
of one tercio is 
uncertain. 


*A fanega equals 
about two and a 
half bushels. 


Four tercios*offnefour 
Two others of unsifted four 
Three tercios of beans 
One tercio of Rice and an order on the 
granary of San Diego for twentyfve 
fanegas* of corn. 


In Appreciation 

Monsignor Vincent Lloyd-Russell 
MISSION SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO 


Robert B. Honeyman, Jr. 

RANCHO LOS CERRITOS 
San Juan Capistrano 
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For the celebration of Mass, the Mission of San Diego will give 
a chalice, which up to the present day has had no other use but to 
serve travelers; and from the Mission of San Buenaventura, the 
Fathers of San Gabriel will give a vestment of various colors. In 
the meantime also from there, the oils, surplice, Ritual, Baptismal 
shell and all the other requisites and a Bell 

The Mission of San Antonio has given two blank books bound 
in red leather for entries. 

With these beginnings & arrangements, Father Fermin left this 
Mission of San Carlos de Monterey on the 21 of August 1775 in 
order to join with his Religious companion in the Mission of San 
Luis Obispo. May God bless them. Amen. 
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Six new knives, and the branding iron with this mark CR 

For plowshares I have written to the Fathers of San Gabriel that 
while awaiting their supplies from Mexico they should satisfy their 
needs from the stores of San Buenaventura, which are kept at that 
Mission,for pickaxes, plowshares, and other iron tools. 

They have for the church & Sacristy, a crucifix for the altar; 
one canvas portrait of more than a vara* in length of the Virgin 
Mary, Domina Pastora, which has a condemned man on hershoul 
ders, which Father Campa used; another canvas portrait, a little 
more than a third of a vara, of OurTady of Soledad. Among others, 
a portrait of the Holy Patron (San Juan Capistrano). About four 
varas of muslin to make a baldachino and backdrop for the Altar. 
A new Missal with the Saints of our Order. A number of double 
corporals of fme linen with burse and pall. An A mice oj Breton 
lace, and two purificators of fine linen. A rochet of B ramant linen, 
with Jl oral design and lace. Castile Wax for Masses for a year. The 
wine will be furnished from the two nearby missions as their 
supply allows. 

To this Mission have been allotted all of the ornaments of those 
that have come from Baja California for the church as well as the 
house; also within those ornaments will be found those for the use 
of the other two Ministers,and the two Fathers, (Juan) Prestamero 
and I mas. 


*A vara measures 
two feet, 
nine inches. 


And to please the natives (gentiles) and reciprocate their gifts, 

I gave to Father Lasuen: 

Four strings of heads of different colors. 

Concerning the cattle and cows that have just arrived at San 
Diego from Baja California, I assigned to this Mission: 

Nine milch (chichiguas ) cows and a breed hull and 
a yoke of oxen from San Buenaventura 
and moreover I shall take care of their replace > 
men t when the desired foundation is realized. 

Regarding mules and horses, the Fathers of this Mission have 
been assigned and have received: 

Eight pack mules, six broken and two unbroken 
and three saddle mules. 

Three horses broken and two mares, 
one of these with its colt. 

Regarding pigs, the Mission of San Diego will give a male and 
female; regarding chickens, it or San Gabriel will give what they 
can.The same will give two saddles with their trappings & bridles 
for the Fathers and two others also furnished for the vaqueros. 

Regarding tools,lgave Father Lasuen: 

Twelve new, large hoes 

Two axes for clearing or preparing charcoal 

Six large machetes for cleaning up (brush etc.) 


